
Dear fellow AUSA Japan Chap-

ter members I would like to 

welcome you to 2010 and wish 

all of you a Happy New Year.  I 

hope that the holidays were 

festive for you and your fami-

lies. It seems as though 2009 

came and left in the blink of an 

eye.  Last year we were a very 

successful chapter because of 

your commitment and support 

to the Japan Chapter and we as 

a Chapter were able to take care 

of our community and its Sol-

diers and families. With a new 

year comes change and many of 

our stalwarts have departed. 

They are truly missed but as you 

know the Army keeps rolling 

along. There are several major 

events that the Japan Chapter 

intends to support this year.  

These include participating in 

this yearõs Cherry Blossom 

where we have signed up to 

sell ribs and sausages, hosting 

the Pacific Region Meeting 

scheduled 1-5 June 2010, sup-

port to the USARJ Army Ball 

where GEN (RET) Gordon 

Sullivan, former Chief of Staff 

of the Army and the current 

AUSA National President is 

scheduled to be the guest 

speaker, and our continued 

support to the USARJ Soldier 

and NCO of the Year and 

Quarter. We will also provide 

scholarships to High School 

seniors and support our com-

munity .  This is just the some 

of the projects.  We will also 

have elections in April to ap-

point new officers to the  

Chapter President Nick Charles Looking Forward to the 
New Year  

¶ Japan Chapter Meetings:   

- February 24  

       - March 24 

       - April 24                   

Camp Zama Community Club                                                                                                         

¶ AUSAôs ILW Winter 

Symposium & Exposition 

FEB 24 ï26           

Greater Fort Lauderdale/

Broward County 

Convention Center 

¶ Membership Drive 

     24 March 2010 

¶ Cherry Blossom Festi-

val: April 3, 2010 

¶  Chapter Elections: 24 

April 2010.  

¶   Nichibi Golf Tourna-

ment   TBD                    
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tional Guard, Reserve, Civilians, Retirees and family members.  
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AUSA Chapters worldwide develop programs and activities that provide community support for 

America's Army through individual and corporate members.  

Institute of Land Warfare 

The Institute of Land Warfare (ILW) extends the influence of AUSA by informing and educating its 

members and the American public on the critical nature of land forces and the importance of the 

United States Army.  
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Chapter President Nick Charles  

CPT  Rob Diaz, Commander, 
Headquarters and Headquarters  
Detachment  I Corps (Forward) re
-enlists SSG Osvaldo Feliciano , 
Motor Sergeant from HHD I 
Corps (Fwd).  

Chapter. Last year our participa-

tion in the AUSA Annual Meet-

ing  and the Army 10-miler Pa-

cific Region HOOAH Tent was 

very successful. The same sup-

port will occur this year. I look 

forward to leading us to another 

successful year and in advance 

thank you for your wonderful 

support!!  

CSM (Ret) Chuck Hopkins provides 
counsel to SGM Moffat, SGM Nall  at 
the Jimmi Coomer Golf Tournament 



Key Losses to Japan Chapter 

Former USAG-J Command Sgt. Maj. Eusebius P. 
Cadet holds the cover he just removed from the sign 
marking Camp Zamaõs  dedicated Coomer Drive 

The Japan Chapter of the Association of the United States Army sponsored its 

annual ñ Nichibiò Jimmi Coomer Golf Tournament last quarter at the Camp 

Zama Golf Course.  The proceeds from this event are solely dedicated to the Ja-

pan Chapterôs  Annual Scholarship Program. Each year the Chapter awards a 

High School Senior this scholarship in commemoration of Command Sgt. Maj. 

(Retired) Jimmi D. Coomer . The Jimmi Coomer Golf Tournament was instituted 

by Command Sgt. Maj. (Retired) Chuck Hopkins, the former USARJ Command 

Sergeant Major. If you ever ride by the Golf Course that stretch of road is named 

in his honor. This particular article contains excerpts from CSM (Ret) Hopkins 

published article about CSM (Ret) Coomer. CSM (Ret) Coomerôs  was an ñOld 

Soldierò in more ways than one.  He answered the Call to Duty on three separate 

occasions.  When he was a young man, he joined the Navy and fought in World 

War II as a member of what our nation now recognizes as ñThe Greatest Genera-

tion.ò Those members of our society came together out of Respect for freedom 

and peace and to help return it so many whoôd had it taken away.  Jimmi and the 

service members of his generation fought with every fiber of their beings out of 

Loyalty to their country and each other.  While they were overseas risking their 

lives and all too often paying the ultimate price, the entire nation pulled together 

and sacrificed to support the troops.  People put their cars up on blocks, started 

victory gardens, and demonstrated acts of Selfless Service everyday to help win 

the war. Jimmi answered his nationôs call once again during the Korean War. 

Only this time he was in the Army.  He used his experiences from World War II 

to help his fellow Soldiers survive one of the most savage wars America has ever 

fought.  He served both during and after the hostilities on that war-torn penin-

sula.  Jimmi was needed once again during the Vietnam War.  Despite knowing 

how dangerous and unpopular the war was, he followed his sense of Honor and 

put himself in harmôs way for three tours of duty in Vietnam to support and en-

force his nationôs foreign policy. He did this while many young men whoôd never 

contributed to our nationôs defense ran away from their obligations.  His sense of 

Honor, Integrity, and Duty would never allow him to hide while others were 

fighting in the name of freedom.  No matter what he may have thought about the 

war personally, he had the Personal Courage to pick up a 

weapon and do what his nation asked of him.  

AUSA Japan Chapter Sponsors its Annual Jimmi Coomer Golf Tournament  
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Nick Charles  presents Mr. Ishioka a first 
place certificate as winner of the Jimmi 

Coomer Golf Tournament 

The Japan Chapter  lost several key individuals this quarter due to 

Permanent Change of Station and as a result of new employment. SGM 

Carl Adams as the 78th Signal Battalion CSM was instrumental in providing volunteers to 

assist with AUSA sponsored events.  SGM Angela Young was a spiritual compass. Here 

passion for Soldiers and their families were seen in her commitment to supporting all 

activities and serving as member who would just listen to you.  SFC Etta Bell was always there!  Whether it be 

in Tokyo or Camp Zama, she volunteered out of her commitment to AUSAôs goals and missions. She would 

remain from start to finish. This hard worker had an indomitable spirit.  Wade Knudsvig 

was passionate about membership. Always legal, he ensured that he 

research all actions before we had a meeting. These key players are 

missed. I know that we continue to have support, but I would be 

remised if I did not recognize these individuals.  We welcome Mr. 

Tom Johnson who volunteered for the Chapterôs Secretary position. 

CSM Jimmi  Coomer 



United States Army Japan sponsored itôs NCO and Soldier of the Quarter 

Board competition. Soldiers from throughout Japan including Okinawa 

participated in a week long event that included a series of test and 

activities.  Competitors were tasked to take a Physical Fitness Test, 

display knowledge and proper execution of Warrior Tasks that included 

land navigation and medical first aid procedures, as well as, participating 

in combative competition. 

Soldiers qualified on their 

weapons and finally 

participated  in a board led by 

senior non-commissioned 

officer who asked a series of 

questions that challenged the competitors knowledge on significant military 

regulations and procedures to include history.  The Japan Chapter supports the 

USARJ NCO and Soldier of the Quarter and Year Boards by awarding 

money, certificates, and a one year free membership to AUSA to both 

winners.  The Chapter donates awards $200.00 for the NCO and Soldier of 

the Year award winners and $100.00 to the NCO and Soldier of the Quarter 

winners. We challenge all NCOs and Soldiers to participate in these events. 

The Japan Chapter takes pride in supporting the community. We rarely take 

photographs of our efforts, with regards to donations for teams and request for 

assistance; however, this  donation was special.  Two key members of the 

AUSA Japan Chapter, SFC Christian Estrada and SSG Steve Salinas, both as-

signed to United States Army Japan (USARJ) and I Corps (Forward) volun-

teered as youth soccer team coaches for the fiveðsix year old teams.  SSG 

Salinas asked if AUSA could support with the purchase of uniforms for both 

teams.  Without hesitation, the Chapter donated as usual to support this request. 

What surprised me, was that these individuals added the AUSA logo to the uni-

forms, something we never expected.  We take pride in supporting Soldiers and 

their families. As a private organization sanctioned to operate on post, I believe 

that it is our duty to support the community. The funds that we earn from the 

many fund raising events that the Japan Chapter hosts must go back to support 

Soldiers and their families and we do this happily.  What is also significant is 

that many of our members volunteer in numerous organizations and participate 

in activities that require their time. SFC Estrada and SSG Salinas are just two 

examples of the dedicated spirit that this community has to making their com-

munity better.  Our Japan Chapter members in addition to coaching various type 

of sports teams, can be seen volunteering to help with the High School JROTC 

program, other private organizations, and unit events that require support. We as 

a Chapter look forward to assisting our community.  

Japan Chapter Continues its Support to the Community. 
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Coach SSG Steve Salinas allows Nick 

Charles to take a photo with his Team  

Coach SFC Christian Estrada 

stands with his team.  

Japan Chapter Supports USARJ Non-Commissioned 
Officer (NCO) and Soldier of  Quarter  Board  

We fit right In!  

Soldier of the Quarter Winner, SPC Michael A. Soldier of the Quarter Winner, SPC Michael A. 

Gorge 88th MP Detachment  with Nick Charles Gorge 88th MP Detachment  with Nick Charles 

and  SFC Latarsha Livingstonand  SFC Latarsha Livingston 

NCO of the Quarter Winner, SGT Joseph W. NCO of the Quarter Winner, SGT Joseph W. 

Smith 505th Quarter Master Battalion with Nick Smith 505th Quarter Master Battalion with Nick 

Charles and  SFC Latarsha LivingstonCharles and  SFC Latarsha Livingston 


